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tbnthly  Return  of  Loyalists'  Names,  x-Jith  dates  of  Arrival  from  the   Colonies. 
Wees,  John,   arrived  7  Mov.,   1782.       Unincorporated. 

(Note:  This  was  evidently  when  he  brought  in  his  wife  and  family). 


List  of  Men  of  Capt,  Thomas  Eraser's  Company  as  are  Fit  for  Active  Service, 

Riviere  du  Chene,   2[|.  Feb.,   1783. 

Wiest,   John. 

(Note:   Capt.  Thomas  Eraser  commanded  a  company  in  Jessup's  Loyal  Rangers.) 


Names:   of  what  Country,   ige.   Size  and  Tme  of  Service  of  the   Company  Commanded 

Capt.  Thomas  Phaser,   Loyal  Rangers,     Riviere  du  Chene,   1  Jan,  1783. 

Wiest,   John,  bom  in  .America,   aged  UO,  ^  ft.  8  inches  tall,  one  month  service.  (b.n4T-) 


Names:  of  what  Country,    Age,   Size  and  Time  of  Service  of  the  fimspxiagcxSHmMSCKuiKii 
^  lay  2nd  Battalion  of  King's  Royal  Regiment  of  New  York,  undated  (bu±  foll- 

owing the  Roll  of  the  King's  Rangers  dated  21  Jan.,  I783 

Wist,   John,  born  in  Merica,  aged  UO,  5  ft.  $  inches  tall,   called  Loyalist  fe.n^^Xj 

7  years  service. 
Weist,   John,  bom  in  America,  aged  17,  ^  ft.  $  inches  tall,   9  months  service. (b-HbO 

(Note:   John  Wist,   aged  Uo,  had  tifo  separate  services — h  yrs  &  3  P^s,  the 
latter  of  which  was  in  2nd  K.  R.  R.  N.  Y.  The  four  years  was 
likely  in  Capt,  Leake's  Volunteer  Company  of  Loyalists.)  [b  i^^"^^         ^ 

These  Families  Arrived  at  St.  John's  the  9th  October,   I78O. 
I.       Wist,   John,   of  Capt.  Leak's,   one  woman,   2  children  over  12  yrs,   3  children  under  12. 


--—- ^-  ■ -- ■■■^»-''-<"e' 
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lIopies  of  mterial  taken  from  photostats  supplied  by  dominion  bureau  of  archives. 


1. 


Copy  of  Certificate  granted  to  John  Wees  and  apparently  held  by  him  and  his  son 
Henry  for  twenty  years  before  the  matter  was  settled.  The  original  certificate 

was  about  6"  x  9"  and  had  been  folded  like  a  letter,  and  much  iwrn  at  the  folds. 

The  body  of  the  certificate  is  printed^  the  names,  dates,  etc.  filled  in  by  a  clerk 

with  a  beautiful  Spencerian  hand,  quite  dif::erent  from  that  of  the  signature  of  John 

Collins . 


BAY  OF  QUINTY  (l^firitten) 


PROVINCE  OF    Dated  the  6th  day  of  September 
QUEBEC,     Anno  Domino  1787 


(the  178  are  printed,  the  7  filled 
in  in  handwritting) 


THE  Bearer  hereof 


John  Wiss 


being  entitled  to  Two  Hundred  acres  of  land,   by  his 
Majesty's  Instructions  to  the  Governor  of  this  Province,  has  draxm  a 
Lot   (No.  89  in  the  2nd  Concession)  consisting  of  tvro  hundred  Acres  a 
Bounty  from  Lord  Dorchester  in  full  of  the  said  proportion,   in  the 
Seigneur ie  of  No.   7  and  having  taken  the  Oaths,    and  made  and  signed  the 
Declaration  required  by  the  Instructions,   he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
settle  and  improve  the  said  Lot,  without  delayj  and  being  settled 
thereon,  he  shall  receive  a  Patent,   Grant  or  Deed  of  Concession,   at 
the  expiration  of  Tvjelve  Months  from  the  Date  herof,    to  enable  him  to 
hold  an  Inheritable  or  Assignable   Estate  in  the  said  Lot. 

John  Collins     DSG 

(The  Bureau  of  Archives  has  also  photographed  the   outside  of  this  certificate. 
It  is  much  rubbed  and  worn,  but  words  which  stand  clear  are    'Lands  have  been 
located  to  John  Wees'   and   'Lot  No.  89,   2nd  Concession  Ameliasburgh' . ) 


2,       This  second  document  is  dated  8  October,   1808. 
(This  is  all  handx-jritten). 


John  I'fees  Senior  died  in  1797. 


To  His  "Excellency  Francis  Gore,   Leut.   Governor  of  the  Province  of 

Upper  Canada 

In  Council 


May  it  please  Your  Excellencyl 

In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  order  of  reference  to  us  to 
report  upon  the  Rjtition  of  Henry  I'fees  which  related  to  Lot  No.  89  in  the  2nd 
Concession  of  Ameliasburgh,   as  appears  by  the  accompanying  certificate  of  Mr. 
Collins,  dated  the  6th  September  1787  in  the  name  of  John  Wiss.... 

VJe  are  to  state  to  Your  Excellency  that  the  Lot,   above  mentioned, 
was  returned  as  vacant  on  the  Quebec  Plan  of  Ameliasburgh,   and  on  the  other  plans 
of  that  Toxmship,   it  is  located  in  the  name  of  the  Honble.   Richard  Cart>jright, 
for  whom  it  was  described  in  Ifey  1796  under  the  authority  of  an  order  in  Council 
the  21st  June  179U,   all  of  vjhich  is  huinbly  submitted  to  your  Excellency's  x^^isdom. 

Chexd.tt  V.  Ridout 

Actg.   airveyor  Genl, 
Surveyer'   Genl's  office,   York,    8  October,   1808. 


^^^ 


2. 


(continued  from  preceeding  page  -  footnote  to  above  document) 

All  the  lands  which  appear  to  have  been  located  in  the  name  of 
John  Wees  or  West  Junior  is  the  half  of  Lot  No.  6  in  the  2nd  Concession  of 
Frederic ksburgh  containing  100  acres  and  the  Lot  No.  89  in  the  1st  Concession 
of  Ameliasburgh  containing  298  acres,  in  the  whole  3y8  acres. 

Chewitt  V.  Ridout 

Act.  Survr.  Gen'l. 

With  the  petition,   the  Collins  Certificate  to  John  Wiss. 

(Note:     I^Jhere  does  John  Vfees  Junior  come  into  this?     The  certificate  was  granted 
to  the  father  of  Henry  as  will  appear  later.     I  have  as  yet  found  no  birth  dates 
for  either  John  Wees  Senior  or  John  Wees  Junior,     Is  it  possible  that  Henry  v;as 
the  son  of  John  Wees  Junior  and  not  his  brother?     An  old  note  on  an  ancient 
family  document  says    (John  went  to  Stirling'.     Henry  certainly  stayed  on  Lot  89 
but  what  does  the  above  1st  Concession  mean,    an  error  or  a  separate  piece  of  land 
which  belonged  to  John  Junior? . ) 

(Is  it  possible  that  John  Senior,  who  dies  in  1797,   was  an  old  man  when  he  joined 
the  regiment  and  that  the  confusion  in  fariilies  is  due  to  the  fact  that  his  oldest 
son  John  was  the  father  of  most  of  the  children,    such  as  Henry,   Francis,   Catherine, 
etc.?). 

3.       This  is  the  petition  of  Henry  Wees,     Henry  x^as  born  in  1775  and  was  therefore  22 
when  John  Wees,   his  father,   died.     The  wife  of  Henry's  father  was  named  Juliana. 
On  November  13,  1797,   Henry  and  Francis  Wiss  were  praying  for  lands  as  Loyalists  and 
recommended  for   200  acres  each.     With  them  was  their  mother,    Julian  Wiss,   praying  for 
lands  in  right  of  her  late  husband  as  a  military  claimant,   if  not  granted  before  to 
her  late  husband. 

On  page  l67,    Ont.  Public  Ai-chives,    June  22,   1797,   the  follovjing  were  applying 
together  for  lands    (Council  Chamber  at  York). 

John  Wees,    Praying  for  lands  for  himself  and  family.     Recommended  for  600  acres 
to  cover  all  claims  including  family  lands. 

Lucy  Burley,  alias  Wees,  Praying  for  lands  as  a  loyalist,  recommended  for  200 
acres,      (vdfe  of  Peter  Wees), 

John  Vfees,  Junior,  praying  for  lands  as  a  loyalist,  recommended  for  200  acres. 
Catherine  Rogers,  alias  Wees,  praying  for  lands  as  a  loyalist,  recomraended  for 
200  acres. 

David  Weest,   praying  for  lands  as  a  loyalist,  recommended  for  200  acres, 
(p.  170,   same  court,    same  date)  David  Wees,  praying  for  lands  as  a  loyalist,   recommended 
for  200  acres. 

So  were  there  two  David  Weeses?     The  oldest  story  has  it  that  two  brothers  came  to 
Canada,   John  and  Da  id. 


PiiTITIOH  OF  EL.mY  1-ffi^S. 

To  His  liijccellency  Francis  Gore  Esquire  Lieutenant  Governor   of  the 
Province  of  Upper  Canada,    In  Council. 

The   Petition  of  Henry  Wees  of  the  Township  of  Ameliasburgh  liidland 
District  and  Province  of  Upper  Canada 

I  Humbly  Herewith 

That  Your   Petitioner  is  the  son  of  John  Vfees  an  U.E.   Loyalist  and  he  is  in  his 
thirty-third  year  of  age,   that  he  hath  taken  the  Oath  of  allegiance  as  appears 


^^6- 


(Petition  of  Henry  Wees,   continued). 

before  annexed  certificate  and  has  never  received  any  land  by  the  virtue  of  a 
certain  certificate  granted  to  his  father  dated  the  6th  day  of  September  17t7. 
Wherefore  your  Petitioner  prays  that  your  iiixcellency  may  be  pleased 
to  Grant  him  two  hundred  acres  of  land  of  Crown  and  permit  him  to  draw  the  said 
land. 

And  in  duty  Bound 

Petitioner  will  ever  pray 

Henry  V/ees 


I  do  hereby  certify  that  Henry  Vfees  signed  the  above  petition  in  my 
presents  and  he  is  the  person  thereabove  described  to  be  and  never  received  any 
land  or  order  for  land  by  virtue  of  said  certificate  from  the  Crown  as  witness 
in  iTQr  hand 

Alex.  Chisholm.     J. P. 

k.       (The  outer  cover  of  the  petition  of  Henry  Wees,   folded  in  four.     Four  separate 
notations  on  the  cover,   one  on  each  fold), 

1,       Read  in  Council  Nov,  17th  1808. 

Recommended  that  his  Kxcellency  do  order  a  location  of  200  acres  of  land  of 
John  Wise  the  Petitioner's  father  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  peti'Dioner 
Henry  Wiese  to  claims  before  the  Congress    (?)  for  ascertaining  Titles  of 

Lands  as  the  son  of  his  father, 

Thos.   Scott   (illegible  further  name) 

Approved 

Francis  Gore,  Governor 

sent  a  copy  of  the  above  order  to  the  Acting  Surveyor  General  19th  Nov.  1808. 

2.  (The  note  on  the  second  fold  is  crossed  and  crisscrossed  as  if  it  were  a 
trial  memo.)  Read  in  Council  Nov.  17th  l808  Recommended  that  his  iixcellency 
order  a  Location  of  200  acres  of  Land  for  the  Petitioner  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  Petitioner  (him)  to  claim  before  the  Commission  (?)  (also  nearly 
illegible  as  is  the  word  which  might  be  Congress  in  the  above)  pertaining 
Titles  of  lands  as  the  son  of  John  Wise. 

3.  (Note  on  tliird  fold).  The  Surveyor  Genl.  to  report  whether  any  Description 
has  issued  for  John  Wees  for  Lot  89  in  the  1st  Con.  of  Ameliasbur[.h  and  under 
what  authority,  l5th  Nov.  1808.  F.G. 

In  large  letters  HENRY  WMST,  PETITION. 

(Note  below  the  above  query,  in  fine  small  x^iting).  Lot  No.  89  in  the  1st  Con- 
cession of  Ameliasburgh  was  claimed  by  and  allowed  to  Henry  West  in  the  Midland 
Com.  in  1798— and  it  was  described  for  him  in  1799— John  West  was  returned  on 

the  Quebec  Plan  for  the  aforesaid  Lot 

Chewitt  Rid  out,  Act.  Surv,  Gen'l. 

S.G.O.  1$   Nov.  1808. 

U,        (Note  on  fourth  fold).     Henry  Wees,   received  from  himself  7th  October  l808. 
To... Chewitt  V.  Ridout,   Act.  Surv.   Gen'l. 
Be  pleased  to  report  what  lands  have  been  located  in  the  name  of  John  Vfees 


h. 


(note  on  I|.th  fold,  cont'd.) 

the  Petitioner's  father. 


John  ...  (Illegible). 


5. 


8  Oct.  1608,  Referred  to  the  iixecutive  Council,  Francis  Gore,  Lieut.  Gov, 
Entered  in  Land  Book  H  page  7h,  75. 

The  following  are  three  depositions  signed  by  John  Wiest,  Alex  Chisholm  and  a 
name  which  is  Andrew  something,  more  li^e  Wanamaker  than  anything  else. 


1.  This  may  certify  that  I  was  acquainted  ^^^ith   John  Asquith  of  Ameliasburgh 
about  twenty  years  ago  and  knowing  him  to  leave  this  province  and  have 
never  heard  of  him  since  in  this  province  I  have  been  a  resident  here  ever 
since  the  settlement  of  this  country. 

John  Wiest 
Sworn  before  me 
November  2th  I8O8 

Mn.  (?)  Iifeller,  J. P. 

2.  This  may  certify  that  I  have  been  in  this  Province  Eighteen  years  and  was 
informed  by  inhabitants  that  Mr.  John  Asquith  had  taken  Lot  6?  in  Amelias- 
burgh and  have  never  heard  of  him  since.  I  have  been  a  settler  in  Amelias- 
burgh fourteen  years  further  (illegible  word,  might  be  southeast), 

Andrew  './ananaker? 
Nov.  2th  (or  6th)  I8O8 
The  above  signed  and  sworn  before  me 

Mn.  (?)  Weller,  J.P, 

3.  I  certify  that  Henry  Weast  has  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath  of  Allegiance 
as  requii'ed  by  law  before  me  this  7th  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1808. 

Alex  Chisholm,  J.P, 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  original  sheepskin  in  the  possession  of  members  of 
Henry  Wees's  family.     Mien  I  saw  it  about  1938  and  copied  this,   it  v;as  in  the  hands 
of  Gladys  Weese,   of  Summerhill  Gardens,  whose  descent  from  Henry — and  Francis,  his 
brother — is  clear, 

(EORGE  THE  THIRD,  by  the  Grace   of  God  of  the  U,K,  of  Great  Britain  ItLng,  Defender 
of  the   Faith,   etc. 

Know  ye  that  we  of  our  special  grace,   certain  knowledge  and  (unfortunately,    this 
next  phrase  looks  like  mere  notion,  but  certainly  isn't)   have  given,    granted,    and  by 
these  presents  do  give  and  "grant  unto  Henry  '.fees  of  the  Township  of  Ameliasburgh,   in  "the 
County  of  Prince  Edward  in  the  l-Iidland  District,   yeoman,    son  ox  John  Vfees,.  a  U.E. 
Loyalist 


Lot  89-90  Ameliasburgh j 


298  Acres,   Tovmship  of  Itercy,    Northumberland, 


Peter  Hunter,   Esq,   our  Lieutenant  Governor  of  our   said  Province  and  Lieut,   Gen. 
commanding  our  Forces  in  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada. 

May  17th,  1802 

Entered  with  Auditor,  July  20,  1802, 

Peter  Russell, 

N,B,  The  old  writting  on  this  document  is  very  hard  to  deciper,  I  may  have  read  the 
date  as  1802  v;hen  it  should  have  been  1809.  BUT,  does  this  mean  there  were  two 
grants  of  land  made  to  Henry  in  two  different  places?        j  . 
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CHILDHEW  OF  JOH.N  AND  HULIAN  WE2S. 


JOHN  WEES,  JR. 


Thtlr   children; 


Their   children 

Cat hiring 

Olive 

Pho«b« 


mariisd   tviica. 
m .   Mar  y  ? 

witnfsssa,   Luis  Rosebush 
Mar gar «t   Lott 


Margarttta,    8.   Dac8iDb«i    178? 
Julie,    21  Fib.    1789 


(Margaret?) 
(Julian?) 


Ref .   Hand  Book,    !p72, 
573,   Nov.   27,    179A 


ajarritd  Jane   Caajpbell,    7   October,    179A 
Witnesses;    John  Frall^,   Ebentzer   Wllliaffls,   Nancy 
Russell,   Nancy   Lociiwood. 

Ref.    St.   John's   Synod  r a  cord. 

In   the    second   township  John  ^^ot    200  acres   oi    land. 


m .   E  rial  lovi ,      of  Ra«don 
ffl.  John  Clarit  " 

m  .  John  Green  " 


o.c.  1836 


(Margaret,  above,  m.  Henry  McMullen.) 


WilllaiB 
Henry 

Silas 


Huntinaidon     O.c.   14 


Raedon, 


Mar  en,    18^9 
4.  April 

1839 


Julian's   land  grant,    or    application,    is  dated  3  March,    I836 

The    notes  regarding    tns      aaaies   of  Most   of  John*s   children  and   the  dates 
on  which   the  7  app  ied  for    land  have   been   provided  by  Mr.   Freeman,   January, 
1957.    It    sesms   to  me    that    the    naoaes   of   the    two   earjy   dau^^hters,   Mar^arette 
and  Julie,   were    always   odd... not   pioneer   names.   But    if  you   change    thena   to 
Margaret   and  Juiian      you  are   right   back  in   the   Wees  pattern-  altnoutj^ii   this 
should  be   historically   checked  ii^any    times. 

It   would   seem  that    the   whole   family    settled  in  Ernesttown  but    that    ola  John 
with  his   two   sons  Henry   and  Francis   eventually    settled  near    the   Carrying 
Flace.   This   makes   sense,    to  me,   at   least.   Old  John  was  dispossessed  in 
Ernesttown  becau   se    of  a  mix-up  witn   tne   Hon.  Ricnard   Uartwrij^ht.   bj    the 
time   he   found   that      out,    his  older    boys,   John,   David,    William  ana  t§pMi , 
had   their    land  g,rants   established       alon^.   wt.-   the    othe      Jessup's   Corps 
people.   But    old  John,    as   the   many   references   say,   wen$   across    to  Aiuelias- 
burgh  and  was    'the   first  white   man  after   Ghamplain'    to   settle    tnei    .   ii« 
took  his  daughters  and   the   younger    sons.   We    find  "enry    suin^   for    land 
'in  lieu   of   the   eertificate'   ^rant   d  his   father   when   r.e   was  dispossessed 
of   the  Ernesttown  land. 
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Chlldr    :i   of   Prsncls,    tnelr    son,    and  >!fc5it,arft   iiabcocK, 
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■.Vlllia-ji,    b.   IR   r.u   =j.Tt,    1901.   J.    17   Air  11.    Lc5b,    ^n,    v 
osiab,         D.    1--   uept.  ,lij03,    a.    I3    o«ut,    167[3,    ai.    uunnln^baia 
Anna  b.    16        rci.    loJ? ,    ci .   17   Jul      lc90.   m.   iecit 

Jaajea   ii.    b.    12    f-b.    i„10,         ....    i^    ^ ,.  _    i,.^_  ,    , 
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Juliana,    Oiilldr-ti  oi   Fiancl3,    taeir    aon 


Th-;Ii^    GUILD,  ..N 


b.   27      u^uBt,    1613,   a.  19  i?so.   Ib^;? 

ua.    a£i    coualn   A'liila::ii   Prancls,    so;:   o^   -"fc^iij 
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MABY,  Corlnthla,  '^ealev,  Loretta,  u;  :5tiin^  ton,  .-in-ules,  i^&ae, 


MA^.AhtT 


it.   6   Dec  atsi  ,    181?,    d.   3   ^eb«   190^ 
a.   BrlckJian 


>iv  jt  i.  ai  e  t 


i  noebe 


b.    19   i'lay,    1820,        a.    2?   iiUi^jat,    IbBO 


xtioeL-c        :^ 


THIS   l3   tLe   record   to  date    (January    1:^37)    of    1    .    om^^i .-    ^.  ;4naculiai£t| 

a.ju   soat'   t,reat-i,   andctilldi&n   oi    original  Joaa   <^«ea  a-^   uld  vvii«B'   Jullaaa. 
In    tne    lln    s   of   i^^vld,    '^enty ,    uric.   hranclJ   I    aave    .iiucn   u«Qr  .    material  ufi- 
aa  :usAln^   ii<a  y    iuitBiai    expioijitlons. 
ioaalblj    tne  86    note^i  will    be    aelpiul    to   otntid      i.cl  .<li^.    uiatoi^ 

i  he    entfa.  ,_^  .    t  w  ..o   o^    ^:.*i.j     .o^x^iLa^ea   la  obvlou-   ..v    ..  .      v^  _*   ^^    w.>i..«.    laes 
3on3   iflarrled   tv»o   oi    nex    al.^tei    N   ncy  *  3  dsiUc^utera.   iuiiij*ii      iions  ueoi^e  aud 
.vllllaiD  i-rancls  cnarrled  ruSpectlviiy     >   ^lanadau^titt-i    aad   u  a^xU^iit   i    oi 
**fnry*si  brother    Fraricla,      A3   la   obvloui,    LiiS    Int   r.^arrla^^t   ol   othei  a 
VJDo  w   r'.    flr3t    C'jualn3.  nu     al5    not   retain   ti^t    .iaoie    ..eeae   w-.d   insv  1  tuL-ni . 
The    old   Atla?   say&    'tn-ie    v,aa   d    tlae   ^*)h«n   tht    i  oaa   iiom  ^eiievliie    to    tt. 
Carryln^    i  lace    r.'-i      slnjoat    no   aettlci    wao  waa   nellt^ei    a    .tcae    rioi    uaitlca 
a    .ec3e  ." 


tf^~~ 
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THE  UNITED  EMPIRE  LOYALIST^  SETTLEMENTS  BETWEEN  KINGSTON  AND  ADOL^HUSTOW. 
R.W.  GUMBEELAND    No.  45,  i^y ,  1523,  p.22 
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of  aettl 
would-be 
These  is 
of  unde 
various 
Baroness 
clear  ti 
a  petitl 
Queteec  u 
from  his 


le  of  Wolfe  and  Hovie  Islands  was  in  dispute  durl 
eiuent  and  this  fact  probably  induced  both  those 

settlers  to  seek  elsewhere  with  less  chance  91 
lands,  which  had  once  formed  part  of  La  Salle  s 

his  instructions  by  his  ag^ent  La  Forest.  They  p 
hands  until,  eventually,  they  came  into  the  poss 

de  Lonegeuil  ad  Patrick  Lankan,  whose  petition 
tie, relates  the  history  of  the  transf er  ._^   Sir 
oner  in  1790  for  these  islands,  but  the  Executiv 
pheld  the  old  title,  and  Sir  flohn  witndrawin^  ..i 

Majesty  the  grant  £f  another  island  in  lieu  oi 


n^j  th£  whole  period 
in  authority  and 
bein^^  disturbed. 
estate,  were  disposedj 
assed  throu^^h 
ession  of  the 

in  180^  for  a 
Joh-i  Johnson  was 
e  Council  of 
3  claim,  'received 
Grand  Isle.' 


"In  the  meantime,  however,  Wolfe  Island  was  not  entirely  witnout  innabi- 
tants.  Hon  Richard  Cartwri^ht,  in  correspondence  wltn  aovexnor  Gore,  in 
1808,  notes  tnat  'owine-  to  the  disputed  title,  about  one  hunaiea  people 
have  established  themselves  here,  are  cutting  timber  ana  acting,  in  a 
lawless  manner.'  Three  of  tnem  had  been  fined  and  impiisoned  ana  C^^itwri^nt 
fear  d  that,  if  left  undisturbed,  they  mi(^ht  some  day  contest  the  title. 
Evidently  the  land  had  been  occupied  for  some  time. 


I  have  no  proof  wnatever  that  Jbhn  Woes  was  one  who  attemptea  to  settle 
on  Wfclfe  Island.  It  is  the  mention  of  Richard  Gartwri^ht,  wno  appears 
later  in  the  Ontario  Land  Grants  books  as  tne  villain  of  John  Wees  s 
disposession  and  his  son  Henry's  suint.  for  land  in  lieu  of  tne  certiiicate 
given  by  Gartwrij^ht,  that  caused  this  material  to  eaten  my  eye.  ^Iso 
the  e  is  a  Wees  legend  about  Sohn  hatng,  been  smar  i  enouj^h  to  snaffle  oif 
an  island  which  had  salt.  No  proof,  no  identification.  Thtxe  is  no  such 
island  off  the  shore  of  Lot  89  Ameliasbur ji,h. 


^ 


Frances  shelley  cjoees 


March  21, 


otouilville,  Ont 
1957 


Dear  Dr .  Burleigh; 


Forgive  me  lor  writing  vqu  about  tne  complications 
of  the  history  of  ons  family, but  I  know  you  are  tr.e  genealogical 
authority  and  I  am  so  anxious  to  ^et  all  tne  Weeses  straig^htened 
out  befoie  it  is  too  late. 


The 
was  in  regard  to  the 
that  stfai^ht?  I  had 
checked  by  tne  inspe 
place  and  one  tne  ne 
he  must  have  made  an 
something  twice  unde 
with  no  trouble  what 
Weeses  and  had  alway 
Wees  senio]^  .ithou^h 


question  raised  in  your  latest  letter  to  me 

existence  of  two  John  Weeses,  or  nave  I  ^^ot 

tne  record  oi  the  two  families,  ox  Johns, 

ctor  aftei  settlement,  one  on  one  day  in  one 

xt  day  in  the  next  place.  I  haa  aeciQcd  tnat 

error  in  his  place  tcjames  or  nad  entexed 
I  the  wron^,  headin^,  a  tric^  I  can  do  myself 
sver  • — &€cau3e  I  had  hunted  down  so  many 
s  come  back  to  the  existence  of  only  one  Joan 
he  certainly  ^ot  around,  or  seemed  to. 


^iow,  as  of  yesterday,  I  nave  material  which  seems 
to  bear  me  out.   Dr.  Lamb  has  most  kindly  sent  me  photostats 
of  all  the  land  grants  issued  to  anyboay  by -t^Wname  of  Wees.   He 
ciidn  t  know  exactly  what  my  problem  was--but  l' tnou^nt  if  I   had 
all  the  Wees  brants  I  could  make  sure  of  tne  early  family. 

J     What  emerges  is  tnat  tneie  was  one  Joan  Wees 
t.enior  and  that^lie   had  six  sons;  John  Junior,  David,  'William, 
Feter,  Henry,  Francis.  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  examine  tne 
photostats  too  closely,  but  ±   was  anxious  to  make  sure  that  Henry 
ano  Francis,  for  instance,  who  certainly  settled  ovtr  at  iimeliasbur 


and  are  buried  at  Albury,  were  tne  sons  of 
We  knew  that  David  was,  but  I  wanted  to  be 
and  i?'rancis  (and  the  others)  vere  brothers 
mass  of  material  on  John  Senior;  we  are  of 
John  senior  was  only  a  cousin,  at  best,  of 


n 


John  Wees   oi    JiE  nest  town, 
s-.re    that   Davia,    nenry 
Becau-£    I    nave 
Davi: 
Davi; 


-  I 


;:^r  eat 
s  line  and  if  the 
'  '■  iatner  ,  t  then 


he  wasn  t  mucn  to  us.  Or,  if  tnt  John  Senior  was  i^avia's   father 
he  didn  t  mean  ^uch  to  the  Albury  family.  3y  dates,  taose  I  had 
establisnea  and  tnose  contated  in  tuese  new  documents,  all  six 
Doys  could  nave  been  brothers;  but  intrinsic  in  these  documents 
are  refer  .-nces  to  JOHN  W££S  OF  FRr^FSTTOWw,  fatner  .  S;.  I  do  think 
there  was  only  one  family.  Because ..  .d)f  there  had  been  any  more 
early  Weeses,  Dr.  Lamb  would  nave  sent  tnem  alon 
how  to  sort  them  out 
any  more  tnan 


a±on^,  not  Kmswin^ 


oef  or 


David,  listed  anywher   

be^an  that  they  ^et  mixed  Up 


m  I  ri^ht?  And  ag^ain,  I  nave  never  <£ound 
the  original  three,  John  senior,  John  Junior.,  ana 


_  disbandment.  It  is  after  settlement 
.,  -   ,        -  ^         -J — in  my  records.  It  would  almost  seem 
that  botn  John  Senior  and  John  Junior  married  twice.  Could  it  be 
that  John  Senior  s  first  wife,  motner  of  John  Junior,  David 
William  and  Peter  (and  maybe  a  ^irl  ot  two)  never  came  to  Ganaaav 

Goula  you  tell  me  wnether  tnexe  is  a  better  record  of 
tnose  on  subsistence  at  La,©nine ,  possibly  at  St.  John's?  I  nave 
written  to  Albany  and  tney  are  wor^in^  tneic  on  my  prefeiem.  It 
woula  seem  that  John  Wees  was  a  tenant  on  Hensaellaer ' s  Manor  and 


s^^ 


tidy   Dutch  must    have    ^ood  records.   Maybe 


I   do    think   that    tai 

Aroientje   was    not    a  wire,    only    a   cousin   or    aunt    or    BOQiebody.   Or 

l\ance  .   Maybi 


aaybe  sne  was  tns 
John  Junior  was  a 
if  his  fatner  had 
it    seems   he   was. 


wife    or  John   junior    and   called 
lot    olaei    than   any   of    the    othe 


s,    possible 


been   fi^nting    the   ^^'e volution    for    y^ar 


as 


Mr.  x-reeuian  nas  sent  me  lately  t  ne  diateiial  you  .ot  for  him 
m  re^arc  to  t  ne  land  grants  of  certain  Weeses.  Un^iBr  tu  1=  telv  in 
tne  photostats  the  actual  locations  are  missinp,  since  I  sunL^P 
they   were    filled   in  witn  a   less   firm  nand   or    ftinteiinL    ^^ 


say    that   all   I  hope    to  do   i 


UD   to^pbnut"i"ft7'''''T/^^-'  ?°?'    '^  "^^   ^^    ^°   establisn   tne    family 
up    to^  about    187d.'    If    maeed    there    was   but    one    John  Wees   and 

tothe   present,    ana   -enry   ana  Francis  as  well.    I 
ano   ireter    married   and    so   have    more    tnan   a   clue.    John   Junior    is 
wo  rst    villain.    The    old     Atlas(and   you  know   a 


the 


■tvnow   who   v/illiam 

Junior   is 
ow    unxt liable 


that    is;    says   he    settled   on    tne    mainland,    in   Sidney,    anc    wa 
.cn/i''^^.?%"^''    ^"'    ^'''    Present    county    or  nastinjl    Later 
S:    L^°   ?^^4i''-'    !;'^^   ^^^    ^""^    ^^'^^    settler    in    tne    township 


^awaon.   All    those    firsts 

to   Stirlin 

b 


.     iiinseat   me.    I   wrote    a    Ion 

_   and   discover    that    only    t.iree    or    four 
een    buried    tnere,    tne    last    one,    I    think 


he 
p   of 
_c    time    ago 
Weescs   nave 

about    1676  . 


Are  you  compiling  a  library  for  the  new  Association?  Ifso 

as  soon  as  I  can  I  snail  be  glad  to  '-  -      '      ."'■^""-  -^^bo, 

^^holTw^^^  an^  s.nd  tnem  to  you.  M^  own  feelin^  is  tnat  tne 

whole  wfees  beginnings  in  the  matter 
hfrs  . 


nave  copies  mace  of  these 

tnat 
of  land  grants,  must  be 


P  I  0  'i  >A 


rtyAA,' 


Sincerely, 


\ 


a.a-<.v  ^' 


uU  je_iL.^ 


'^O  ^^ 


•1 


L'ath,  Ontario, 


^.r.,  195^7. 


-  rs.  I^ancis  ^Sholley  v/ees, 
R,  R.  3,   ■3-bouff^n.lls,  Ont. 

Dear  ^^rs.  ■»eest 

1  •aril  sorry  th?3t  yon  arc  b-ivirin  such  a  tiiae  sortin[^  out  the  'fees 
r.-2,iily«  I  say  this  psetictaarly    when  I  rec-xll  tr^^lnf^  to  do  this  for  you  by  vay  of 
our  mu:-.uai  friend,  li*.  liay  P'reen-in,  of  Brip-hton,  I  ':hou2ht  I  had  ii^ade  it  quite  clorjr 
that  there  were  t\?o  Jdhri  \*ees,  snd  that  a  great  confusion  wr.s  Piado  ijhcn  children  of 
these  tvo  rcen  ay^plied  for  land  as  LoycJlsts^  the  ^raid  Toard  niTthoritics  i;ial:inr:  it 
seem  that  ther^  ti^-s  only  one  John,   -r« 

Tor  youT'  "benefit  I  shuill  add  here  sxet  cxccipts  frci  contei'ipor- 
ary  i-ecoixlc  which,  I  hope,  will  be  ir^'-  last  atteuipt  to  com-ince  jiou,  Here  they  arc, 
together  x-.dth  the  authority: 

Item  1,     lleturn  of  tJninccrporated  Txrya^-ists  'Victualled  2l:         .,  17SU  (IIaldLar,ajid 
^  inpcrs,  yol»  :3-.l68 — Pablic  Archives,  ^taim) 

%^^  •      ^^t  the  coc2Tiunity  of  ^^t.  I^gs-Trence 

'^aS  S  Hannah  'feeso,  irlVi  2  sons  over  six  J'nd  2  dsno.  over  six.  Husb.Tnd  belongs 

y\J>Q  to  2nd  :3att.  ''^yal  Yorkers,  A  girl  of  16  uniPit  for  service. 

w> 

V     4j  .''^>  Aij  Pdvier©  du  CJhene 
V    tj^  .  aiy  ./est.  with  1 


X' 


son  over  6,  tiro  sons  '.'ndc:r  6,  1  d;Ju.f^htor  over  6. 
\^  ^  I^bnnd  in  ( -Jc s sup 's)Loyal  Iisngcrs.     Fsiiiily  distressed. 

'o.y.ote:   These  tiTo  iter.is  are  from  the  snme  victualling^  list  fuid^aust^indicate 
r^  two  different  fanilios  (V**^^  ^  ^'^'"*'^~^»  "^  1-'v>.jlJX,»ws«.  ,  4^«. 4^  o^  dL»— oJUJU^ 


TVfX^V-wt--^,      l»«.^JU/yU9l       lxl-«Jt.,     »"\^«1 SaA 


•>A-X^    iVji^auUfcJC^jv^ 


Itera  2.     Loyalist  Clairac     ('towrt  of  the  C^taido  THireau  of  -ATcMves,  190a,  ro 

United  'jsipire  LoT'-alistG. 

Claim  l»o.  936,  presented  at  liontreal,  Cept,  29,  1737* 

John  i.fisE,  lato  of  Mhany,     Is  a  native  of  /^r:erica;  lived  in  /Ibanyj 
Joined  the-  I^nltish  in   '3o,   Served  till  tlio  end  of  \lfxc  in  Jessup's 
-^crps  (Ijoyal  P^angers),  Had  sone  leased  lands  near  /Jbanj'". 

Claini  i-o.  10P>6,  presented  at  ^ontrcal,   I'eb,  ^,  173C, 

John    Ist,  late  of  ^O.bany.     Is  a  native  of  A.iericaj  lived  on  liancellorfe 
f^anor;  joined  Cionl.  '^urgoyne   (in  1777).  ■'fer'/od  all  the  vsr» 
llotc:   You  can  see  these  papers  at  the   '  r  ovine :"""'     ■■^'•'  -^^'os,  Toronto ,   -f^or 
yourself. 


Iten  3. 


Item  h. 


.   -'1st,    tipper  Oanada,   iidlr.iul   jlotrici-,     A  roll  oi    the  inhabitnnts  of 
the  -idiand  i>i strict  in  tlte  Ti'ovince  of  Upr^er  Canada  f/ho  adhered  to 
the  'j'nity  of  the  iiiiTipire  anr^  joined  the  i^oyal  Otondard  in  /^narica 
before  the  Treat;""  of  ^^epnration  in  the  j-ear  17^^3» 

Taken  in  omm  sessions  hel('  at  KinpivSton,  October^  11th  and  at  differ-. 
ent  aljoui^ients  to  the  l^th  .^ovt^nber  1796.  ^^^'^^'^^'^  -rcMves,  -tlaua) 
;:imest^  own  Tovmship— Javid  Wist 

John  -ist 

John    Mst,   «^r. 
Part  of  "ophiasbui-!^    :  %eliasburg— John  .v'east, 

ustnr  '>11  of  Loyalists  '^  'Usbrjidod  ooldierr;  in  To-wnship  3   (Catavaaui) 
6  Oct.,  1731i 
John  Iveast,  with  mfo,  2  sons  over  10,  1  dau,  over  10.         '"-'"     "  '    -Wt., 

K.  ''■.      .    . .  X.   (  oyal  Xorkers). 
John  'i-cast,  Jr. 


L'ote  I 


-oistor    oil  of  Loyalists    ■  Disbaiidod     olcliors  iii  Townsldp  2   ( Ca-L-xraqui ) 
7  Oct,,  1781i. 
John  -lost,  ^rfith  vife,  2  sons  over  10,  2  sons  mider  10,  2  dauf^te-rs 
over  10,  5md  1  daiij^^tor  under  ton.     Jessup's  loj'-al  Haiccres. 
■otJi  of  thG  oloove^  ^-Tisteir   blls  apperir  iai  i^aldimand  ^'npors,  vt>l«  ^-160, 
To  irK3  it  doeg  not  j^gt.!  possible  tJiat  a  nan,  "^ohn    ees,  for  instance, 
coiild  roj^stt^r  in  fredericlcsbitrnh  ^oimsliip  today,  then  crosn  ovor  to 
'mesitoirn  Toi-mshli>  tlio  next  day,  roporl  i^iat  lie  belonged  to  a  diff- 
erent rf-ifdiiient,  as  well  as  a  different  sized  family,  Ydu  are  an  in- 
telligent woiajai^  ^d  Yoa  rmst  realize  that  such  goings  on  could  only 
hanT5en  in  a  n(?fve^,  provided  the  laan  hsd  a  vjig  and  a  false  mustache, 
as  well  as  boinr?  a  bif 


r^j.st. 


If  IKfu.  read  itoya  3  c^Trofjilly  you  vdll  note  that  t-ie    .oil  of  -iiliabit- 
ants  referred  to  is  the  beginnings  of  tlie  Ut  2,  List*  ^ou  will  also  i\3"G.i2a3  tivt 
the  Ejen  v^oso  names  ape  appended  had  to  appear  in  open  court  and  prove  his  ripjit 
to  have  his  name  pine    ^        the  U,  i^,  List.  3©,  it  is  again  difficult  to  think  that 
the  court  could  bo  hc'_  (jd  by  a  dual  persona"'  ity» 

^11  this  last  cdji  bo  confiriiied  by  looking  at  tJic     . 


lisheci  in  book  form  :ln  '!.j1;,  at  the  'J. 
on  tlio  oliclves  of  raoet  cood  Jibr-ii'les* 

^x>piiiasburr^i 
'  •-  /«Teliasburgh 

-^mc^sttri-Tn 


'aist,  John 
^'Ist,    'avid 


do 


•dst,  oolm 

uist 
ist,  tjunr.,  John    do 


Ist,  as  jmb- 
j.  L.  -Centennial.  Copieu  o  tlds  book  arc 
y  copr,"  reads  s 

•"'Oldier  R.R.n.Y.,  L.B..^.         ,  ■.;         ,     , 
Young  man.  P.L.cnd  1736.  -xistor  ^11. 
:iol.-lier  (enl.  lialdl^A.-^nd,  Wh,  100,  Urjul 
..ers,  A.icL. 


■/Olclier  -...:UI'i»X.,  Gonl.  x.aldiraajid,  1731;. 
lo:),  P. L. 1736  ^z  Capt.  -yor*s  letter. 
Goliilier  Loyal  :i£3igers.  -aister    oil, 
P.L.1736 

llote:   Hiis  List,  prepared  centrally,  \jlion  all  returns  from  Districts  i/ere  in,«^Y»^ 
is  v;here  the  whole  nattor  of  confusion  bofjan.  -y  intcrp3:H3tation  is 
that,  tJiere  is  an  error  in  calling  Jolin,  of  -  ^Tfiesttoun,  a  soldier  of 
H.^./.i.Y.  It  should  have  been  Loyal    langers,  as  ^tju  \dll  note  in  all 
previous  references  to  hiii.   -herc:  ;:as  only  one  Jolin,  of  -ophiasburc, 
because  Jolm,  "t.,  of  that  twmship  uas  dead.  In  this  connection,  note 
that  in  1797,  Juliana,  his  xiidoix,  <'pplied  ^or  land  as  such. 

If  I  may  be  so  bold,  I  should  like  to  make  tlio  follo\jlng 
statGmen^,  relative  to  these  ti^o  fai.dlios. 

Voeliasburr:.     John  3r.  died  before  1797,  -^md  his  nanie  is  not  on  J.    ^.  List.  Lis 

son  John,  Jr.,  is  the  fatsher  of  all  the  cMldren  x#io  settled 
in  ^'-as/idon  '■:  - -untinr-don.     (''^ec  land  Bd.    "•^™"ts  ) 
rimos+.toi/n        Jolin,  Or.,  of  Lo^/al    .anc-crc  is  fatlior  of 

•Javid,  of  Lmcsttov.'n. 

John,  Jr.,  \Jho  uoxt^.oO  Jane  Cor.ipbell  7  '-ct.,  179it,  '^ti  \.iioso 
dau^'hte:'-,  Irabel,  '.;as  boin  in  ..inicsttoTm  16  ^Vic,  iGol. 
(  ee  i.clbwall  jcgistor,  published  in  oitlier  Pa^xsrc  '^ 
:-ocords,  "Jurcsau  of  '''^rcliivcs,  ^'-nt.'^o,  or  '-•■  '         tions 
of  Cntario  'istorical  ^^ocioty.  TIkj  ■•  i'ovin    .  'cMvos 

i/ill  have  a  copy. 

If  the  a})ovo  does  not  convince  you  thai  there  ;yere  tv/o  Joim    'easts, 
•dsts,     oeses,  'cqc^  then  :/ou  ore  hopeless. 


U.< 


-lO'iirr::  rincej'^ly. 


'rloigli 


6^.P 


-r&«  France:    Shelley  'eec. 


>th,  Ci.  . 


i>e.: 


raeoting  c 


soil   of    Jo: 


of  thi.'     ce:: 
prer-.iuy'blrr  for  your  bi 
'lieeser;^  aervii". 


-:g  :  or  apnlication  of  ;T>\ir  hu';band^    /r-.     eos*   .iiis  -  have 

...'i  2ia.oj.is  ■•^■h  lit  it  iri.ll  co:.":c  ir"  -'."or  rr5^''0v.''l   n,t  the  nox': 
..33veo'-.igata3g  Comroi'Sfceo — a  matVii  '.,  ':-::■     ctx^ 

.  'ji  on-'ulr     '    ■  . ment  in  ^jtoijlv  ':  .'c  decceii     iTo:;:  Dnvid    bos^ 

aGc"'."'*''"'  "^ 


'.Q-.Ti 


•     1.     c    •  6a   I7BI1, 
ori.r-'-gbiTrf'Jh*  The  Wqqs 


-■;r-  -'-  c-"''£ict-  g.        -  J  tr.th  j^TDur  belief  th^^t  ho 
-nre-oared  a  r^Aher  invor'.veia  resuriG 
•■''  of    ,:iir  •    •    •      .rt  the  re'Tiont  of     -i-'-  I'rt-eyar-n^ 

n.  -^hr.-^..  p"v     ■        .:-_.    '    'd  OIV'".  thc^t  "^bo-^;  xr?.-^.-)  t:cc  Jobn 
•  ,   "iM  tho  other  in  Je3.«?tr!-;  *  ■  .      ^  r  ■ 

sottl-.jd.  :_i  -?.^vleric-:^buix':'i  witi).  Iv'.c  uonij   nlec  «Ioh::;  the  la-'  '..■cle'I  in  ^Jnies  — 

tcfvjn,  and  was  the  father  of  David,  ^-oth  nr^^p-  c"^  ■'^ias  for  l'"'^--  ^..-•oporty  in  U,  :^,, 

and  botli  c^^ms  L'virci  n'sor  .Vlbany.  Joh:;  o-r     .      ,      .1^,  ?,  er.  "        '  in  1777^  whilG  the 
other  John  joinod  in  I780,  T^ic  fon-ic^-'s  -.r.i.rc  -i~cnt,fa,    "ima,  or  ''wnah.  lie 

later  narri^d  •■xHlczic^  "The  oth'' -  -"r^i-i'c.  --r.-  ,^_  ,,^,  .,.,■!  ^,.,1.^^    --;-.    .it,.-,.  ^..,^  t,,, 

found  in  vols,  166,  167  and.  16  . 

a  liiustor  loll  of  t;  -  ..-^Vdos  rtjocu   iy  iK^tzli^d  oy 

officer  co:i.ducjting  ^..    ..-..  ,^.      ,    ^t  froiii  tot*nship  to  tc^ --'->>; 
he  nrjLcii  ::i^'d  tlio  settlors  in  1'ovnRhiT^  ^  ( Catar aqul ) ,  n-- 
entr^  Ir  til  :r  iij 

o        -  ■,.■!■ 

:ioto  ^ayc   'On  bin 
do        volii.  ,     r,  ■JiSi.ian'iod, 

Oi  the  follovTin^  .: .,  /    at.  7>  I7SI4,  the  u..   .^cer  con- \c  o  .  l/:^^  .  C: 

(Cat^.-.-v^ui]),  no"i:  ~rm:::ttc3-7n.  'Iho  ,;eos  entr^r  in  thi-  imstor  mgs 

John  "io6-t,  v?.lth  •srlfc,  2  sons  over  10,  2  soils  iirA^-or  10^2  danfjlitcjre  ovar  IQ. 
•   one  undor  ten         >■  -  re.ids:  Cii  'junds  op-ck  conco^Lrlr-n. 
That  sho'^T.'  nxnvrlnco  you  tli  probleia  is  no-''  too  eocy  to  oolye. 

-I,  to  Liaice  it  iaor*-j  conl'ucinc,  t-he     rnd  i3oarr3  .rruthoritiee  ^ 

ev!.ncc     vot    ...Uv...  ^.a'c  \j^ien  the  •?•-•■;'.-.'- •^3n  of  tliege  Lo^'-'O.-J  •  ' —    led  for  land  a^:  -rci::. 

As  a  r'OCTiiItj    ■•ill  d'lllcb-'-n  o^    ^,  ,."s  aix-  fircuned  ±r  rr^l-'-n  of  whether 

thG3r  Wire  sons  cr  dm:        -of  ^c'tm  of  '•--mecttotii,  •      '  bnrj^.  ■Mljei'e 

Jbhn  o^  ■■rGd-rldrabiirL,       ■twJ.ly  n--^-^''-^  So,  in  oruor  to  nnc^-ct  — i  •■--.ch  children 
bolon,'!  to  irhich,  one  !:nis'   uso  con'  "".e  horse  conce,   'o  vr~r  th"'  ""c?"^,  I-*-,  1.3 

sensible  tr  consider  that  the  children  of  ochn  of    .most.toiJJ'  •  '-rvit 

area,  -,Mlst  thoso  <\f  Jobx  od!    ' '  i3bnro;h  would  naturally  be  ■ -v^  ?uncc      '■-. 

County,  of  adjaceirt  a^'eas  of  t.i  of    uiirbe. 

T   r,-r  t-hich  niD-rms  little  vonless:  oripf.nal  document:  taken  into 

acco\j?lt.  I  have  be<^n  intt^rcsi-od  in  -b-^-^-alist  f.niriilles  of  this  ref^icn  ..'or  ovr^r  20 
yeai-s,   ■'^nd  hanre  givwn    he  matte-  a  f?r:.-:i:  der>l  of  st^udy.  'Hierofort!,  ■■■■  htwn  coll-^^^'r."  ' 
a  good  deal  of  natorial.  If  yn-  not  convlncod  that  .    -in  right,  s+o-n   ' 

sono  '±ir\  —•"  :      --  ""■    givT3  the  iriav  .^r  cnothcr  fsolng  over. 


iours  sincerely, 


Burloi^i  r ^ 
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Canadian  Author 
Is  Related  to 
I       Weeses 


Frances  Shelley  Wees,  Canada's 
leading  mytery  writer,  whose  new 
story  'T  Am  Not  Guilty"  is  featured 
in  the  February's  Ladies'  Home  Jour- 
nal, is  a  member  by  marriage,  of  the 
old  Dutch  Wees  family  prominent 
since  Loyalist  days  in  and  aroiuid 
Napanee. 
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FRANCES   SHELLEY   WEES 

She  is  married  to  Dr.  W.  ,R.  Wees, 
head  of  the  W.  J.  Gage  PublisHing 
Co.,  of  Toronto.  Dr.  Wees  is  a  great- 
great  grandson  of  David  Wees,  who 
wxh  his  wife,  Catherine  Rogers,  is 
buried  in  Centreville  churchyard.  For 
many  years  Frances  Shelley  Wees, 
intrigued  by  the  snatches  of  family 
history  which  nobody  teemed  able  to 
fit  together,  has  been  working  out 
the  .family  tree  and  history.  Last 
fall  a  visit  to  Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Weese  ,of  Centreville  cleared  up  many 
[mysteries,  no.  least  of  which  was  the 
variation  in  spelling  of  the  two  names 
Wees  and  WIee.se.  That  mystery  comes 
I  clear  in  Kenneth  Weese's  family  re- 
cords . . .  the  name  was  originally 
Wees,  and  all  are  descended  from 
John  Wees,  a  Dutch  soldier  in  the 
Kings  Royal  Regiment  of  New  York 
and  the  first  settler  in  Amelia.sburgh. 
Through  mis.spelling  many  branches 
added  the  final  'e'  early;  in  1900 
Kenneth  Weese's  grandfather  added 
it  .tiO  their  name.  But  Dr.  Wfees's 
great-grandfather,  Ezra,  moved  away 
to  Sarnia  about  185:,  ar.d  so  kept  the 
original   spelling. 

"I  Am  Not  Guilty"  is  Mrs.  Wees' 
20th  novel,  all  of  which  are  publish- 
ed in  England  and  the  United  States. 
It  is  reported  that  for  it  she  received 
'the  largest  sum  ever  paid  for  a  one- 
issue  novel.  It  is  set  in  Toronto  and 
all  characters,  situations  and  settings 
are  strictly  Canadian.  It  is  the  first 
of  a  series  to  be  set  in  Various  parts 
of  Canada;  and  MLrs.  Wees  expects 
to  u.se  her  historical  data  of  this 
county  in  some  of  them. 
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:  Saturday   night 

1 1  do  not  disagree  with  SaturcSy 
I  closing,    if   the   area    and    conditions 
I  wan-ant  it,  but  such  is  not  the  cMe 
;  in   Napanee.  ^^ 

j     It    must    be   remembered   both    by 
I  you  and  those  who  are  pressing  for 
i  year-round  closing,  tha^  the  business 
I  in  Napanee  is  50  per  cent  dependent 
'  on    the    rural    population.       During 
j  certain  times   of  the   year   it   is  im- 
possible for  these  people  to  get  into 
!  town   except   on  Saturday.     If  these 
; people    are  going    to'  be    forced     to 
I  confine    their    shoppipr.g    ^o    a    few 
j  hours  on  Saturday  afternoon  during 
!  these  times,  the  consequence  will  be 
'  that    they    won't    bother    coming    to 
j  Napanee,  either  for  business  or  pleas- 
ure.    Believe    me,    sir,    I    have    seen 
j'the    same    situation    develop    in   two 
j  other  towns  with  dire  results  to  the 
business  life  of  the  towais  concerned. 
!     There  is  also  another  point  to  be 
made    in    favor    of     Saturday    night 
I  opening.      Napanee    in    the    summer 
time    enjoys    a    large    tourist    trade 
!  from    the    surrounding    resorts.      On 
Saturday   nights    these   people   come 
in.o    town,    both    for    shopping    and 
browsing    around    for    bargains.    Are 
the  merchants  of  Napanee,  in  effect, 
going    to    tell   both    these    groups   of 
people    that    they      (the    merchants) 
don't  want  their  business. 

I  believe  that  a  few  merchants, 
seriously  discussing  this  matter, 
would  come  to  a  different  decision 
than  when  it  was  decided  by  a  few, 
to  force  through  closing  on  the  retail 
secticn  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 

I  remain, 

CHARLES   BARBER. 
30 

Reports  Heard  At  W.A. 
Meeting  In   Deseronto 

Deseronto.  —  Tlie  president,  Mrs. 
James  A.  Dawson,  opened  the  reg- 
ular meecing  of  the  Women's  Associ- 

!  ation    of    Deseron:o    United    Church 

!  with  the  W.  A.  motto  and  the  theme 

|_song   and  a   hymn   was  sung.       Mi-s. 

i  W.  O.  Prink  read  tlie  Scripture. 

I     The  children  of  the  public  school, 

I  led  by  Mrs.  M.  McTavish  ,delighted 
Che  members  with  a  beautiful  song, 

j  "Little  Lord  Jesus."  There  were  12 
members  and  two  guests  present.  The 

'  president  gave  a  reading  on  Christian 
fellowship  and   prayer  by   the   presi- 

I  dent  was  followed  by  the  Lord's 
Prayer  in  unison. 

j  The  minutes  and  the  roll  call  were 
read  by  Mi-s.  Charles  Cole  and  thank- 

!  you  cards  and  other  correspondence 

j  v/as  read.    The  treasurer's  report  was 

I  read  by  Mrs.  P.  M.  Stover  and  the 

!  flower  fund  report  by  Mrs.  M.  Ryan. 

!  A  reading   was   given   by   Mrs.  S.   L. 

iClute,  entitled  "Is  Heaven  "Very  Far?" 

j  Calls  made  by  the  visiting  commit- 
tee tG:alled  25  in  January.  The  W.A. 

j  has  voted  to  buy  a  coat  rack  for  the 

I  church. 

I  Collection  totalled  $1.03.  The  quilt- 
ing of  quilts  was  the  subject  of  dis- 

'  cussion  and  it  was  moved  that  two 
quilts  be  quilted  on  February  17.  Two 

j  single  quilts  are  to  be  made  for  over- 
seas.  Mi's.  Stover   and   Mrs.   Daw.son 

,  are  to  make  the  quilts. 

A  report  of  the  United  Church 
Training  School   was- given   by  Mrs. 

!  G.  Sliea. 

I     A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to 

(the  hostess,  Mrs.  Charles  Cole,  and 
lier  helpers,  and  the  meotirg  closed 
wiUi  the  iMlizpah  Benediction.  Lunch 
was  served  by  the  hoste.'^s  and  li' r 
helpers. 
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WEESE  FMILIES  OF  Tlii^  BAY  OF  QUINTE  DISTRICT. 


The  puzzle  of  the  Weepe  families  of  the  Bay  of  Quinte  Di&trict  may  be  said 
to  begin  with  John  West,  variously  spelled  l/iiiest,   Ifteist,   v;east,,   Vifees,   >veese,   who 
joined  General  burgovne  in  July,   1777.   iiaviiiK  t/iiUB  comiuioood  hinoexf,   :io  elected 
to  enliet  in  tao  Company  of  LoyalitJts  commanded  'by  Capt,.   {Saiiiucl  LiacKb.^ ,   and  later 
by  Capt.   Roberx,  Leake.  At  x-hat  time  he  was  living  in  Albany  Count>  on  leased  lands. 
Because  he  was  a  member  of  the  company  officered  by  Goni-ad  Beet  and  Joiai  uuiver, 
both  of   rfosicx,   i'!,i.,   it  is   safe  t.o   oelieve   tuat  he  came  fi'oiu  the   same  locality. 
This  assumption  ±a  substantiated  by  an  item  appearing  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Comm- 
ittee for  betectinp-  and  Defeating  Conspi-racies  in  Aloanj    County,   dated  i~J  l^ept. 
I'/bO.  ThiP  item  st<ates  tha^  Ariantxe  Wies,    to^ebAier  witn  Kabecca  huyter,   Gutim- 
rina  Best  and  Elizabeth  iiuycer,   were  oirected  'to  deparo  the  LJtate  or  reLiove  to 
such  parte  of  i^  as  are  in  x-he  power  of  tne  enemy  in   twent.y   days  from  the  time 
of  such  notification'   because  tneir  husbands  had  joirxed  the  Br.xtish  Forceb.   i*rom 
this  it  is  inferred  that  Arian^ie  was  the  v/ife  of  the  iEohn  wees  who  enlisted  in^ 
July  1777  ana  who  was  in  Canada  wix-h   che  British  Forces  at  the    time  ilaiu  Anantie 
recei'.ved  her  notice  to  move  oii.   Evidt-ntly  Arxaiic-ie  and  her  x'amily  rc;tipyndea  by 
escaping  to  Canada,   arriving  in  St.  Jonn,   Quebec,    oy  October  of  that  year,  Tiiis 
aGSoira  ;tion  is  supportea  by  the  fact  tiiat  the  family  of  John  '.Viest,    consistinK  of 
a  wife,   two   sons' over  G  years  of  age,   one  sou  under  six,   and  two  gii'iiS  <jver  six, 
received  Government  suosistence  at  8t.  Joiin  from  Oct.  17d0  x-o  April  1781.   From^ 
Jul-,   IVcl    to  Jan.   I'ibk   the  ccme  fcunily  is  shoyvii  as  dravving  3U,J5ii5T.ence  and  rcsid- 
et  Vercheres.   In  the  return  of  Jan.  17^:?   the  tnree  cons  of  Joiin  Wies  are  siio^vn  as 
being  over  six  years  of  age.   From  this  it  can  be  calculated   that  the  yount^esL  con 
must  have  been  bom  about  OcT,ODer  177b. 

After  the  surrender  of  General  Burgoyne's  Army  in  Oct.   1777,    the  troops  par- 
ticipating in  the  cam;>aign  on  tne  Britic-h  tide   *ere  at  the  mercy  of  the  Rebels.   Fort- 
unately,  in  accordance  witn  one  terms  oi'  the  ca.jitulac-ion,    tne  Loyaxist  soluiers 
were  allowed  to  retire  to  Ganaaa,   pro\'lded  it  was  agreed  tnat  they  siiould  not  serve 
agaj-n  as  soldiers     during   tne  present  conflict.   Ihorefore,    tnese  icen  were  disbanded 
and  employed  in  a  civilian  caoacitv   in   tne  construction  of  roads,    canals,    s^iips, 
etc.   Within  a  few  j'ears,    when  it  v<as  discovered  tnat  tne  xienel  forces  were  break- 
ing the  terms  of  surrender,   tne  i^ritish  re-formed  the  Loyalists  irito  regiments. 
It  is  tnen  tnat  we  fina  Jonn  V.ivJot,   \'/.x>  nad   'unixbtud  xn  LV77, '    cocoming  a  Liember 
of  Sir  ooiia  Jonns.on's  i-jad  Batt.   l<Ojai  iorkert  on  abca-giyx]ric&  IZ  Nov.  1781.  On  the 
8  Jxi.y  Ivbk:,   (jiis  son,  Joon  Jr.,   having   become  old  enough  to   serve,   joined  the 
same  rei^jiment. 

In  tne  n-snaininti  Subrdstence  Lists,   of  iJarcn  and  July  17bo,    tni;:  Vieea  f:.jnily, 
still  at  Vercheres,    ccn^inuea  to  oraw  relief  froPi  tiio  uCvijrniuent.   In   these  lists 
the  neone  of  tne  wife,   Ann  in  i&arcii,   end  iiajinan  in  July,   appears  ae  tne  Lead  of  the 
family  instead  of  Jonn  the  h-isoand.   5'roi.\   o:a.B  one  maj  infer   tnat  Jonu  w£..6  H^Dcent 
witn  his  Kegiment.  Tliis  assumption  is  tubstantiatud  bj   the  fact  tnat  ocrji'u  regi- 
ment had  been  sent  uo  the  St.  Lawrence  in  the  summer  cf  176k.  to  ^ct  as  garrison 
at  uswego   and  at  Carxeoon  Irii/ijid.   It  is  readily   :ieen  tiiat  Aiin  and  n^.xm.M.i\  are  one 
and  tne  same  nernon,   aerenaing  on  iviio  afide  cut  ti^i  ^ub.-iwtonco  ^ist.  Ann  oi   xiannah 
may  be  the  same  perBOxi  as  ivric.ntie,whc   was  foj.ceu  to  depart  froia  her  hoiae,   in  tills 
name  is  the  Dutch-Germw  version  cf  I\xm.   This  I  h.\h  ft'>    .resent  ani.ble  to  ,-rove.   If 
it  i?  not.    thenJohn  nast  have  re-marriod.   It  it?  latereyting  to  note   thn.t  tne  name 
of  hanriah 

and  two  gj-c'-i-s.   a  note  a^p 

tirn-ee  bists,  Juli    cxid  iiiarcxi  176P,   ixL  wall  as  Ja-i.   1784  furtner  iaeatify  this  fam- 
ily ae  balon^in  g  to  a  soldier  of  the  2nd  Royal  iorkers,   a  further  proof  that  Ann 
or  hannah  was  the  wife  of  Jolm  who  joined  this  ue;;iment  in  Nov.   1781,   -and  possibly 
ifiotner  of  John  Jr.,   wno  joined  the  same  i.egiiaent  in  July  17b2. 


appears  in  the  Subisistence  List  of  Jaxiuary  17b4  with  the  saiiO  tvio   uoys 
iris.   A  note  aupendea  to  thw  List  ttates  tncit  'girl  of  1«."  OJiiflt. '    i-JJ. 
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A  M-ar.tf?r  fol".  of  DiisTi:  nr3r,d  Troops  and  Loyali^te  Bettled  in  the  Tov^u^id^/  oi* 
FredeTic?'.f?bnrrh,   takon  G  Oct.   i''G4,  givet?  the  next  iriformation  x*eiative  to  tiiis 
feiuily.  In  thir>  roll  Ib  found  the  n^Eet  of  Jolin  Vveai5t  sjaa  Join  /.satjt,  Jr.  The 
li-..ttf!r,   the  r.on,   is  fthown  as  "being  rdnglei    the  fcrmer  is  shcn.n  as  hii.\iniB,  a  v-ii'e, 
trG  ecnf.  prid  one  dsughter,   all  over  tea  j^ears  of  egs»  Thie  i-ecord  is  thts  saaiti  &g 
that  of  Jui'/  17S5,   except  t}ir.t  thers  It  acv.'  oiiiy  ona  dt.uf;hter.   Fi-oi.i  thie  it  ig 
assumed  that  the  pecor.d  daurhtcr,  possibly  the  'girl  cf  IG  unfit*   h«{>  ftither  died 
or  married.    fleKPrks  feppearing  after  ths  nairie  of  John  Weast   (cr)   indi-catos  thc-.t  he 
was  e.  soldier  iu  tha  !-:.riri  ticy&J.  lorkera  and  'A'&s  &.t  C^^taraqui  s.t  the  tiae  of  the 
ffluyter  (ver-/  likely  v.lbh  bxt  fe-ji'.ilvO*  Thif  rertmcnt,  as  nctec'  f  cove,   Imd  rcruied 
the  frarriecn  at  G?.-vvegc  enC\  Carlstcri  lal&iid  in  178S  rsiid  178?,   In  iai;C^ifc:t  of  the 
letter  yerr  iViBxxyasis  it  vr,TS  trsx&ferred  tc^  C&tar&qai  (n:;-.v  Kiiizfton)   tc  prepars 
ttst  oatyost  xcx  Vr.^  influx  of  settlere  to  arrive  tbe  fcllovlng  /ear,  Ti^ias,  Jobn 
?fea£t  and  his  ecn  doubtleee  ?pent  the  winter  of  1735-84  ia  Kingtitoi:,  vidio  the 
wife  and  joun.f'er  children  regained  do^.n  ths  Jit.   LawTeriCa  ct  hachonay.   It  T;.oald 
thsr   be  rerfonaMs  to  expect  that  the  I'.ife  and  ciiildren  would  ror.ain  in  Cataraqol 
ar  lea^t  an  til  £4  Jaaa,   vheri  the  2n^  RoyeJ.  'icrh-irs  were  disbanded.  lao.-^Qd.t   thej 
mt.:/  ha-ve  rensained  in  Kin^-ton  duritii.f  the  '^i.itar  of  1784-85,   aithcu::h  tiitj  ntaae  of 
John  'heiQt  d03£  not  Rppeni-  in  a  lij'-t  of  irihahitants  of  Cataraqui  iu  I7Sc).   It  is 
aftfciumed  that  the  i^'^eese  family  did  eettly  in  Fredsricksburgh,   even  if  only  for  a 
shx)rt  poriod.   Both  father  w-d  eon  are-.?  land  in  thai  tcvtriLiilp,   -anii  th^ir  risass 
appear  on   the  ■'iue''-3c  i'lan  of  ^rodericksljui'jjh,    v/hich  p>it.,n  is  boiiovad  to  bu  a 
record  of  distribution  of  lobs  i-n  1764  ajrid  tho  years  ianiediateiy  following,  i  do 
not  kno'.?  Tvhalhar  aeabers  of  this  family  ever  dreiv  Crc?,n  grants  for  these  lots 
whan  grants  v/ero  acide  in  179?   i\.\d.  s'j:hse.;;aej:it.ly — I  have  fnislHid  teiipora-i'i-y.   how- 
Qvsr,   the  naiae  of  Weese  does  not  appear  in  a  tax  iiet  of  tliat  toviusiiip  in  1S08, 
All  of  vihich  :3onrirn>ri  t':iat  the  '.^oesef.  did  not  riinain  long  in  Frederiokeburgh, 
In  the  f)a3bec  I'lan  referred  to  above  John  I'sast's  r^'^r^?.  appiic.rs  on  tna  imc-j  aulf 
of  lot  6,   2nd  concesGion,   whilo  tlifit  of  Joi-a  Jr  appec^rs  ca  the  Wect  iialf  of  the 
saine  lot.   Doth  father  -^nd  s-on  mitre  entitled  to  rtior'O  lfi?id,   wiLich  they  are?/  within 
a  short  tinie  T.ft?r  th.ft  ori^^in&l  gr--j2t.  Jind,   ae  there;  was  no  icore  lend  ava-iidbie 
in  Frederick sbnr2:h,   they  likbly  drev/  it  in  A^acliccbui'gh,   which  would  account  for 
their  removal  to  thnt  i:owrii?>iip  in  1''87. 

There  ^re  sevciral.  confuBini;  ate. tenon ts  relative  to  this  family  which  scaecna 
should  clear  up.   I  1:1st  tiem  below: 

1.   Cai'iniff*s  SrttlemenL  cf  Upper  Ctr-ada  confirms  that  the  !f;:eeseB  f.ettled  dn 
/jneliRjsburnh  ir  178  7,   but  he  nmht  the  father  as  George  An/, el  "'uose< 
My  records  tJiov;  tli£it  rile  ntjne  v/e?  Jolin.   P'aril;urraoro,   Canniff  ttates 
that  they  ccjiie  frcff     DutchorE.  County,    N.Y,,  not  /Ibanj   Ccont^. ,   bi  1 
have  wiicwi, 

?.,  The  IT.    F.  Lint,   prepfc.red  ir   IT.T,   sti-.let  tr^t  Jol^Ji  vVeaet  of  Sophia sbur;;h 
and  Amelia&burgh  ?»ef  a  boldier  ii:  th:.  R.R.K.i!.  (<:nd  KoytJ.  lork&re')   end 
drew  ZOO  acres  from  tr>e  L.E.S.a  G.(Land  Board  of  Stormont  U  CJlcaj.^arr.v) 
in  S.D- (Ecftern  Di'Strict).  This  ccnflictt   ,dth  the  records  that  John 
f/eart  of  2nd.  Royal  Ycikert  was  an  oriFinnJL  settler  in  Fredericksburt'.h, 
unless  he  dreiM  land  lo  Es.etQrn  ristrict  between  1764  end  1787,   tr^d, 
net  liking-  it,    threy  it  i;  and  settiid  in  ilaeliasturgh. 

The  Land  Bcokf  of  Ontario   (upper  Canada)    tmcA'  additional  light  on  this  family. 
On  1?  Nov.   17??,   Julian,    fridcv  cf  Join  iVeet,   applied  for  landt  "in  ri<5;ht  of  her 
late  husband  &t  a  lailitarj    claimant,"  said  was  granted  «^50  acres,   Cn  ths  gaina  date 
Henry  ?jad  Francis  fraee  ?ye.ce  granted  EOC  acres  each,  from  this  it  can  be  asBOiJied 
that  Jallan,    bYaiicie  and  Henry  v^re  m;?tr.er  aiDd  £;ons,  or  step-iBcthar  and  acns, 
keeping  in  mind  that  John  Weese,   of  the  2nd  Boyal  Yorkers,   original  settler  in 
Frederick sburgn,   was  husband  of  Anna  or  Hannah.   But,  I  have  shown  that  John  Weese 
of  Frederick sburgh  removed  to  Ameliasburgh  after  1784,   likely  in  170  7.  In  addition, 
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the  Reid  Inc.ex  of  Sons  and  Daughters  of  U.   iL.  Loyalists  contftiiivS  tiiiei   Weou,  Jolin, 
of  £rnGf.ttom  (f.ir-,  pte  gnd  Bsttallon  K.K.K.K.I.  His  widovr  Jiaien..   Tlii?   i-s^a  fur- 
tiisr  coaf'.rEaatior.  th.at  Jolui  ovidoat-ly  be<J^y!Uj  a  ».idoKi;r  iiid  then  remarried,   "'his 
QU^-zled  me.  for  Boiao  time,   as  t.iere  xs  no   vrrit^eu  record  of  either  the  death  or 


aam: 


'as  J'--li3.n  i3  such  h  distinct Lve  naiae,  I  carefiLliy  revinwea  Ljinc: bom's 


tne 


les'.et.  Thoiro  vias  o.iiy 


Parish  He.G;l?;ter.  Tbs  re='3lt  was  e^iii.^'^hteniiirti;,    -io 
oriii  Julian  to  be  found.   It  read? 5 

L,3 -i  K-&heth,  daughter  of  Jom  &  JuJLiexitt  reolaiii,   was  Dapti^ieu  It?  Nov.,   lYd  r. 
There  ic:  no  further  m-antion  of  Jcha  at  Jaiiaaa  i-alloji,   «o  it  ecu  be  ^sfaly  as&umed 
tiuit  they   .^ith^^v  r-i'^d  or  rf-emoved  irciE  tht  district,   as  no  one  tj'-  thj.s  naiBe  applied 
for  icitidfc  in  Ontario  befor*^  179B.   Neit-her  doee  tiiic  aciUia  -li^pear  in  the  Fredsricks- 
hi-ri;!."?*!  List  of  1808.   TIip;t  the  ruijiaue  of   txio  x£urdli'   did  act  rer^oTe  is  r-evcaied 
tv  £   subsecuent  item  in  LsstiFihoni'fa  t^^'XJ.iiii  ri.c.^i*t£r,   it  reacB? 

Abrahaai  Cole,   of  lidolphuBtom,    bacnelor,  iu:.d  iiliialeth  P&lliiEi,   of  Pt.   Pp'^I's, 
Frederickebarr^h,    eoinriter,   wciri*  juarrit-u  0  Oct.   1B08. 
Frofi;  all   tlii3  I  assi^.e  thrt  ,Hfli«iah,    »/i.tu  Ox  Jcli-'i  r,6ia.c.t,   died  within  e.  -fexv  year?  of 
settlea^snt  in  ITP^,   a-ad  thivt  Jotei  ?c-J-.i.uia  likaviifa-a  died  shortly  nftsr  the  baptism 
of  :hio  dii'Jiiihter  in'l78?.   Then,  Johii,   tnw  widow«r,  ra£-.rriad  J-.ilians,   the  widow  Pallum. 
Join  Woast,   the  ,?3ttl3r  in   ijneliasoa^'S^,   ai«a  LerJorc-  l?97j    ^hen  -Juli£:ii,    his  widow. 
Bade  ^plication  for  bip  tnilitar;/  ianaa  uo   ouu  c-^e  tii^e  .hs  }\Qr  step-aoas  ar/^^lied 
for  lands  as  acas  of  a.  U.   £^  Lo:^aii3x 

It  e-^ome  eufficisnt  to  ado  ths.t  the  ciiildi'c:n  of  John  ?V"e9Be,    .^.oldier  of  2nd 
iioyai  lorliar?;,   T^ho  settled  firft  ir   i^renferickeburRh  d::d  later  In  /L-ieli<7eburs^;., 

i;ere 

John  Ji.,   Kenry,  Franci?  and  Cathex-'ine.   Tidfa  last,   according  to  Land  Bocks, 
siarried  0.  !.lr.   Ga^er  and  di-ew  lot  3  7,   ccncesf  ion  £  of  flneliaFburir.h. 


A  further  conrli cation  i,"  the  fact  tauu  thuie  \ms  a   thir?'  ^cYin  Wefts  (Weist, 
V/io&t,  West),  Loyeiirt,   ^rho  settled  in   one  x^ay  of  ><uinLo  Distiict  in  1784.    Ms 
Loyally  i:  Cl.^.im  ott.tss  that  he  wae  a  nativ^e  of  Aauriea,  livod  in  f^lbany,   joijifad  the 
British  in  1730  -md  served  t^  the  end  of  \,aa  coufli^t  i:i  Jo:::nup'r-;  Rfingars.   Xhe 
date  of  his  fli.zhc   to  the  Britisn  in  Canaua  is  ^0Ux'"ii7iied  b.,    an  itoE  in  Haldimand 
Pa^sra,   a&  folloirrs?: 

John  ?ee8  p.rrived  at  St.  -SoirJe  fi-om  I'lei.'  "lork  Nov.    7,   178?.. 
I  am  ii-  error  there.   The  dtte  Nov.    7,   178r;  fcvidently  wts  a  record  of  hir.  return  to 
British  lines  j^dth  Ms  f^.raily,   because  tiiertiaftsr  in  the  f-ubsietfence  Liste  one  finds 
a  second  TQei-e  femily.   The  List  of  ii4  iitr.   17c i  reads* 

Jolu;  Weist,  of  Lcyel  Rfxnicrs  (JesBuj's),   rd.&  vife,   one  ten  over  C  years,   two 
ti-o:.:.  lunder  six,   ^nd  one  atiURhter  ovei   C  a.t  Riviere  du  Ghsce, 
The  List  cf  £4  July  17e?  ±v  t/ie  ftsrae  in  ail  i-e6..Gctp.,   as  door*  the  Lifts  for  Dec. 
1783  e.nd  Jai..   1^84.   In  zhs  latter  List  txd-a  Joiiii  l.'eibt's  vdfe  is  naned  lg  Uary.   The 
Li^t  of  Dec,   178^  oJ-icv.s  one  mn  between  6  a  i;^  yre,  cf  ame,   £  sens  under  0,   and  one 
daughter  betveen  G  ii  12. 

ThitJ  f''ii/»ily  9:?pears  next  in  the  kaster  lujll  o:    7  Oct.    .1734  iu  Ernegttown  Town- 

siiip,   as 

Jo  ha  liUiBti   m.fii,   Z  fr-ons  o^er  lu  yrs.,   <  oon^  auwe-r  10,    <  drtU?;hters  over  10, 
end  onv?.  daur'hter  under  10.   'iius 
Ihs  additional  children  can  be  accountea  fox   ^^.s  fellows t   David,  a  eon,   is  listed 
S8par£.tely  f.s  t  c.ervin,^   sololer.  Tni&  mai:  iiad  a  cau^.hter  ';;ho  tnarried  irty  o'r.-.'^r,- 
t^i^idf iith^-r  shortly  after  the  arrival  cf  the  i^yyalists.   So  I  cssume  that  the  extra 
dau#^.l.Lter  vi-'-.e  not  with  her  faroily,  but  eitxiSr  -.working  as  a  survant  or  absent  in 
the  American  Coloniec.   In  this  last  List  thi&  Jorj.  ic  lIiqwzx  hm  b   coldier  in  Jessup»s 
Lcyol  Rangers. 


The  name  cf  this  John   iVeist  does  not  appea-r  on  the  Cuebec  Plan  foi'  Krnesttown. 
Tills  is  likeli'  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  only  £.  ^lortion  cf  the  Township  is 
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siiown  oa   the:  itap.Tids  fsjuily  certeJ.riiy  did  pet-tle  iri  thit  Tc-v«ntii'jiiJ,    because 
1,   i'.«iu&rif;»  un  'ciae  iiUtwoX'  iloll  of  Oct.   17U4.,   ttatesi     'oia  thaix  lands.* 

♦Toiiii  ivees         {3xt>w     Coacefc&ioja  ii,   lot  1,   ea&c  iiali, 
i;  r  iy  ':  c.         i»      p       c,t 

?^»,  i\of,ere  ^'  "  5       ■■*     3,   all.    (A  eon-in-lav;  ci'  Jcha). 


There  ere  a«s£'ce.udt>a'iLf?  of  t/dt  iiin-iiy   a.ctitterfcd  tLi'OugJooat  Ez-nesttciA^i::  iina  Cr^'aden 
tovvnchipe  to  tJii&  d&.y. 


Toi'Oiito 


w  C>  jr  SI..X  J.  b  L  &  • 


A*'«  i^sii^ioy©  Oi    t/jfio  i  rovj-iicxcQ-  Arciiivooj 
ffciiilicji  the.  asttfibi:  oi   ci-'iidi'&.ii  oi  J.   jji   Ls;^" v.— .».«-,   -.«^». 
thii  Laiv.  Iiid&x,   T.iiiis  iuociipidtu,   i£  01"  51U.CL  vcJ-usa  iii  ^iCi  LiXj.;;  oiit  tr.oae  fcxiilisis. 

A£  -.fill  bfc  liOood,   uced  afei:e&  do  distiaction  betvoea   wLe  ctiiidi^en  of  JOi"Ji,   of 
Jind  iio^-irJ.  Yorkers  c-iid  Joiia,   of  Jbrioup'c;  Lo^'aI  ixciiV.e-'-'i.'ii*   I  <^i«i.v«;  i-ttumpted  to  do    U'A.i 
bi  itaricin^    ''A-'   i'Cj;-  ui-iiurwii  wT  Joliii  oX  Ivc^ai  xOriJuers  Siiu  "B"  Tor   tLcsts  of  Jolm  of 
tLc  iioyal  ufci'iKc-JTX.   x'liit     ftivfet*  «ic  "A",    tiie  ioiloft-ia^:   lieary,   Fraaci.y,   Jo:"ji  Jr.   & 


n-.  n 


i}fc.viu  it;  a  £011  of  Joiiii  Ci    zvi-netcoowii,    lIiu  Jcuii  y;r   one  Loyai  Raugt^x'S.   JoiiU,   of 
AfliviLiabburs^ii,    it   icL\e  Jobi  Jr.,   oi'  «ind  Hoy  til  iorxers  and  son  oi  Joha  .£r,,   oi'   ;;.he 
stufie  do.-Jiaicsut,   I  wcndei    j.i  I   ixave  lamlc  m^  tcii'  cxctrV  i  ii-aj*'   sa^    cnat  it  i-^ouid  be 
easier  to  expittiii  *xxL  j.;i-ccie  ii-eiu  my  lixfet.  cine  by  wcra  yi  aoutn  una  di^eusBioa. 

I  ittignx  add  t,iiac  c^ircain  recox'Ufc  ia  Laugiwrn^p  rarifcii  Ac^iiss^ex-  wouxd  indicate 
tnat  tne   ftiie  of  JctJi,  -jr.,   oi  AatjiiafcburK",    was  iiancy,   Oa*  liance,   ad  the  LiUtberan 
it-scoxds  «iiva  it,   rsrc;  art    Uieae  /"cfcordb; 

Julia,   uaugja&er  of  John  and  x^aucy   Wdue,    wac»  uaptxzed  at  bt.  Jciin's  Church, 

i3atu,    <x  if'eb.,    1739.      (Lan;=,LiOrxi; 
iiargarei/Ua,   daaf-ihoer  oT  JoiiU  oc  Hance  IiUob,   niiao  baptised  in  trie  Latneicdi  Churci' 
.Lq  i-lortn  FTedericicsbui'/xih,   and  wt.s  born  5  Dec.   17ct7,    v&aptismsl  ds.te 
net    :'iv2a) . 


Thfen,   just  to  give  the  coafueioii  Another  i?ood  ctir,   a  John  iVist,  or  A'irt, 
wixo  Tfjag  a  soididr   In  butler's  lien-^eTS,  drew  lend  a=.  a  Lo^-ali&t  in  tne  2iia.;^rxr& 
rcv^io.i. 


)L«JCt>-v    erf      K.o^    ^  JoULv«v«uw«    «AuJla4 
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LOYALIST  CLAIMS. 


No.   9?lu        Sept.    <i9th,   17t~7,  wIcntresJL. 
John  j\iBS,   acg  late  of  Albany, 


i^oJUoJt  P-JK-.  ^-^^^  ^^^-^^-t 

^'-^.ii.  a^L-^vcJc,  eju..:..^  ^5->-^^ 


\uJ 


ux-^^ 


K-- 


rioxtfi  in    '60.   c^rvad 


Ciaimfint  'vas  at  La  Ciiints  in   '85, 

It>  '  i^'ativ-"  of  AjghtIc-m;   ll^ed  i.r?  ^r-IW/iyj   jci-u'^u   0.1=  in 
till  tay  end  of  War   in  .TsfBsup'e  Corps, 

».d  some  L'^>r-j.-(;Q  Lj-TjclS  Ubar  itlbaa;/,   15C  acres,  laaoe  i'or  10  yscire..   Had  cleared 
11  acres.   There  Tvere  biiildirifit.   ^Vint  on  in  l:a::iniiiiii;  of  Rfcbellioii:    bought  the 
t:s  pre  ver.  c;  t '. ;    0  s.i  o   C «  5  2  0  rk . 

5  Cattle,   IE  ho^s,   furniture,    c?r-.enters  tools,   ciUci  lanains:  tools,   taken  by 
the   ^''^bel'Sj    be"'''.^se  he    vcaTd  not  join  thrcn. 

t-roaace&  a  Receipt  of  100  Doil-irs  for  a  lin'j  in   'ij-j. 

Marginal  notefc:     Anci  Cooobrt.   (looIs).        A  Rood  iiian. 

JiMo,   1086.        Peb.    5,   lV8b,   Mcntr««l. 

Claim  01  John  »iist,   ir*t<--  of   'J.baii^'   Cc , ,  lodged  in  li^tXc'^nu. 

GlaimfeX-t  says:      He  delivered  hie  Giaiia  to  Cept.   Leaite  in   'd4  anci  to  C^ot. 
Gomarsal. 

Is  a  Dative  of  America,   Lj  ^-eJ  en  P  mc-llcr' &  lAaiiCr.  .>oin>dc  Genl.   Burf<cyne. 
Served  ell   the  i-jar. 

Had  lOt  acres  Tenant  Leiic  on  ^.^nceJ.ior»i5  iUanor.   i3ou^riit  t'ue  Iir  ^toveT^entR  for 
£30  in   'V.';'.   Liv-id  i.  years  Ui>.on  it.    Cletrod  1.)  b.cres  nore.  10  ocres  were  clear 
when  he  boufcht  it.    o  horses,    c  coxs,    <  cc.lves,    5  t-hee^v.  All  tc^an  in  iVY/. 

if'illiam  Jamscn,    '.".itnass; 

JDl'^  not  krtow  Clff impr.t '  s  Farm,   Remember 0  irle  haviiV;  a  is,cod  stccK  before  he 
went  to  hancelxor's  ieanor,   but  cannot  speak  to  partxcolars.   He  bfld  b«e!;i  a  neigh- 

DO'xr  of  V'.i.tnc*:^'.?  bi^fore  he  '^iTit   tn    i;  'ictfLlG":' '■  'ir;  .\c/', 

Marginal  noter      k  frj.r  nan. 

(This  William  Esrapon  \?  evidently  Lieut,    falliain  Lwutsoi,   of  the  Kiiig'fi  Loy^J. 
AjnericaiiK,  later  JesBUi^'s  Loyal  Rangers.) 
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iOWi  WEiiiSfi, 


Weep,   John,   of  irne&ttovTi,    pte.    ^nd  Battalion  K.K.R.K.Y.   Ms  widow  Julian. 

O.C.    15  Nov.   1797.  '  i  0      9t'      I 

"^  Catherine,   merried  Sager.        87/^  Ameliesburg  L.B.Certe.  ^b.  "^'^  -17^  ^,^OW><:^titia| 

'%rJi  V  David,  U.i:i. ,   of  Erne&ttowi,  married  Catherine  Rogers  16  July  1795.   O.C. 

^)r'^^y  ^^  a^^....JU^^^ .. -.^  26  June  1797. 

•  John,  U.£.,  married  Jane  Campbell   7  Oct.  1794.     O.C.   2Ji  J'one  1797. 
"  -  Francis,   of  Ameliesburg.       O.CC.     15  Nov.  1797. 

Peter,   of  Ernesttovn,   marr.   Lana  Banta.        O.C.    51  May  1805. 
Nancy,  marr.  Joseph  Rogers  of  Murray.       O.C.    'dk  Feb.   1808. 
Jerany,  marr.   John  Rogers  of  i^rnesttov/n  17  Feb.   1797.     O.C. 
Ifdlliam  of  ijrnesttov.n,  marr.   Mar>'    Barnhart.  O.C.    ?~1  Oct. 

iilizabeth 
X  (Lucy  or  Susey,  marr.   i<l*eeman  tsur±ey,   u.ii..     u.u.    ca  june  ±ivi»)  ---»    ^n  «^.«»^ 


Zk  Feb.  1608. 
1601.   /^w>.«»iSrC»A.»vv«vs- 
O.C.   14  March  1810.  ''""^^  vh  Ws*^  V*  ft  .«jj^  it  ^ 

Freeman  Burley,   U.hi.     O.C.    W<i  June  1797.)  "^"^    i<l  i^« 
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David  R. ,    of  Camden  r^st 

Samuel,   of  RicJraaond 

Peter,   of  i:.rnesttovvn 

Anne,  marr.  James  Williams  of  Cajmden  iast 

Margaret,  marr.    William  Thompson,   of  Camden  Jisst 

Mary,   marr.   Arthur  Yerex,   of  Hallovell 

Joim,   U.ii.    (Jr.)   of  Ameliasbarg.  {v^.^.  Vvaa^*^^,  .^co-.  ^y^*Y^  (^^.^jJ^^iUv,  \ji  j 

Julian,   marr.    li-  Harlow,   of  Rawdon  O.C.    c  March  1856 

Catherine,   marr.   Frajicis  McConnell,    of  Rawdon  do 

Olive,   marr.   John  Clark,    of  Rawdon  do 

Phoebe,   marr.   John  Green,    of  Rav.don  ^    do 

Margaret,   marr.    Henry  McMullen,   of  Rawdon (b«f- ^  *^"'  ^l*'^    do 
William,    of  Rawdon  dc 

Henry  of  Huntingdon  O.C.    14  March  1859 

bil&s,    of  Rawdon  O.C.    4  April  1859 
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15ai  —  -^ng  himself  on  the  hand  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Charles  Hart, 
T       ^,       ?ton.     Although  he  was  aroused  from  a  sound  sleep  to 
'^^       Dicture  taken.  Baby  James  went  into  his  act  without  so 
1  a  whimper.     His  aimt  said  that  although  he  is  unable 

to  bLc^iid  alone  on  the  floor,  he  has  remarkable  balancing  abilities, 
and  has  been  doing  the  stunt  since  he  was  four  months  old. 
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THE  NOVEL,  "Under  the  Quiet 
Water"  being  featured  in  the 
March  issue  of  the  Ladies  Home 
Journal  is  written  by  Frances 
Shelley  Wees,  Canadian  author, 
who  bears  a  surname  well  known 
in  the  whole  Eay  of  Quinte  area. 
Her  husband.  Dr.  W.  R.  Wees,  of 
Toronto,  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
the  original  John  Wees  who  settled 
on  crown  land  near  the  Carrying 
Place  in  Prince  Edward  County 
in  1784. 

John  Wees,  at  the  time  of  the 
American  Revolution  a  comfort- 
able farmer  near  Albany,  NY,  en- 
listed with  Sir  John  Johnson  in 
the  King's  Royal  Regiment  —  the 
Loyal  Greens.  In  1780,  with  the 
regiment  stationed  at  Lachine, 
John  Wees  served  as  a  secret  ser- 
irice  agent  for  the  British  forces. 

It  was  he  who  brought  to  Can- 
ada the  news  of  the  granting  of 
Independence  to  the  American 
colonies. 

*     *     * 

AMONG  the  Haldimand  papers 
in  Ottawa,  is  a  letter  from 
Abraham  Cuyler,  who  had  been 
mayor   of   Albany,    to   Governor 


Haldimand's  aide  de  campe.  It 
is  dated  March   17,   1783: 

"Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint 
you  for  His  Excellency's  informa- 
tion that  the  messenger  Wees  ar- 
rived here  yesterday  .  .  .  with  a 
note  in  milk  that  says  it  was  re- 
ported that  Independence  was 
granted  to  the  Colonys.  I  don't 
like  the  complexion  of  the  news 
.  .  .  I  fear  it  will  be  the  more 
melancholy  doom  ever  experienc- 
ed by  a  country.  I  shall  now  dis- 
miss Wees  and  pay  him  which  will 
be  about  seven  or  eight  pounds" 

The  name  Wees  was  originally 
Dutch.  In  Holland  it  is  pronounc- 
ed "Vaze"  and  means  "orphan".  It  i 
has  been  definitely  established  by 
historians  that  all  the  people  of 
that  name,  whether  the  final  "e" 
is  added  or  not,  are  closely  related. 
The  family  whether  in  Holland  or  [ 
America  has  always  been  numer- 
ically small. 

Weeses  still  hold  and  live  on 
the  original  grant  of  crown  land 
near  the  Carrying  Place  and  al- 
though a  few  members  of  the 
family  are  scattered  across  Can- 
ada most  still  live  in  the  area 
between  Brockville  and  Bricrhton. 
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